P72 1 A 
SECOND PEAL 
TOCSIN or BRITANNIA; ff 


ALARM BELL or BRITONS; 


* 
4 -4 
— — 


_ - 4b 
rr 


- > 74> + 


wITH 


PLANS OF NATIONAL ARMAMENT, 


240. 5 
& » foi. 


AND 


NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


ADDRESSED TO THE 


| 
i 
; 
& 


BRITISH YEOMANRY. 


- — 


* 
= S * 2 5 
92 1 nr 
r 


Br JOHN STEWART, 


THE TRAVELLER, 
gr__—_——IJ__—Iﬀ—u—_—_—— n 


LONDON: 


Printed for the AvTaos, and ſold by J. Owzn, No, 168, 
Piccadilly, and BaLDwiNn, Pater Noſter Row. 


1794. 
[Price Two Shillings.] 


P A * 


19282 
2 


PR E F A CE. 


N the preſent awful criſis of affairs, the new 
predicament of nations has not completely de- 


veloped itſelf to the attentive obſervation of think- 


ing men. The war of nations has been hitherto 


contention for dominion, the preſent war is the 


conteſt of ſocial exiſtence, The body politic 
ſeems every where ſeized with a fever, for which 
the head has not prudence enough to provide a 
reſanatory regimen, The power of numbers is 
contending with the power of property, and if the 
latter does not immediately and ſeparately orga- 
niſe its collective efforts, the former will triumph, 
and civilization muſt ſink into the tomb of univer- 
ſal anarchy. 

The yeomanry of England are moſt imperiouſly 
called upon by this awful predicament, which 
threatens the great claſs of the community with 
uncommon calamities, to ſtand forth with open 
purſes and naked ſwords to aid diſtreſs and overawe 


rebellion, to marſhal themſelves around the throne, 
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and affure it, from the treachery of plebeian mer- 
cenaries, by which means the aſcending era of 
Britiſh civilization will culminate only at the point 
of exquiſite ſenſibility and thought, deſcending 
upon the horizon of ſelf knowledge, when its 
unity with nature will be diſcovered, and the 
empire of truth and good will commence the era 
of intellectual life, 

I am deſpondently aware of the difficult taſk 1 
have undertaken, to conciliate ſubjects to a dus g . 
ſobmiſſion to civil power or government; it is like 1 
preaching reaſon to paſſion, wiſdom to folly, virtue | 
to vice, thought to the thoughtleſs, Democracy 
Infatuates itſelf by the following reaſoning: when 
power is placed in its natural ſtate, the great maſs 
of the people, their contending paſſions and in- 
tereſts will give equilibre, and form to the ſocial 
body; as well might the different parts of a clock, 
aſſembled promiſcuouſly in a ſack, be expected to 
perform the end of a time-keeper, as the power of 
the people give ſocial order to a rich and populous 
nation. Aſſumptive power or optimacy can alone 
organize the ſocial machine, tilt by the revolution 
of moral truth, or the unity of ſelf and nature, man 
wall become adult in manhood ; in the mean while, 
his progreſſive happinefs depends on the controul 
af his will, and the liberation of his reaſon, 
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SECOND PE ATL 


OF THE 


ALARM BELL or BRITONS. 


FO arms, Britons, to arms ! Is this a moment 
to be diſputing in preparatory councils, when 
you ſhould be marſhalled in the ranks ? Is it wiſe, 
to be deliberating on the mode of armament, when 
your enemy's battalions are already embarked, 
and wair only the wind to waft them to your ſhore, 
where they no longer inſidiouſly propoſe the aid of 
reformation ? Since their own revolution has dropt 
its maſk, and turned out a monſter devouring both 
friend and foe, they now avow their natural ſenti- 
ments and intentions, revenge, plunder, and con- 
queſt. 

O, Democrats! perfidious knaves ! or incorri- 
gible fools! arreſting the hand of public energy 
wich the cry of reform; none but madmen in the 
conflagration of the city would be occupied in 
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1 
placing before their houſes the ſcaffold of repair, 
or during the incendiary of the ground floor, would 
be arranging the furniture of the attic ſtory. Do 
you ſincerely think that a nation of idiots and 
ſcoundrels, having ſubverted the baſe, and con- 
founded all the principles of civil diſcipline, to 
prepare a ſcramble for property, would by their 
conqueſts eſtabliſh that ſocial order among you, 
which they have totally deſtroyed among them- 
ſelves? 
here muſt be in the moral world an order of 
mechaniſm, as in the phyſical world, to give form 
and organiſm to their various ſyſtems. The ſyſ- 
tem of vegetation is co-ordinated by electricity, 
which produces by its zephyrs and its ſtorms both 
fructification and blight; ſo in the moral world ſo- 
ciety is co-ordinated by power, which produces by 
its prudent and paſſionate energy, proſperity and 
deſolation. As electricity is calculated to preſerve 
the equilibre of the jarring phyſical elements; in 
like manner is civil power adapted to the moral 
elements or paſſions of human nature, the abolition 
of either would conſummate the chaos of na- 
ture. > 
To diſcriminate between poſitive good and po- 
ſitive evil, is competent to the meaneſt capacity, 
but to diſtinguiſh the ſhades of leſs or more be- 
tween evil and evil, and good and good, demands 
that intellectual vis, called reflection, which is not 


to be found either among the French nation or its 
N partiſans, 


33 
partiſans, but among a very great maſs of the Eng- 
liſh nation, to whom it appears to be a character- 
iſtic or hereditary quality. 

Reflection analyſing the nature of civic power, 
finds it to be a capacity in the body politic to orga- 
niſe the community after the model of the indivi- 
dual body, to conſtitute a head and members, 
where reaſon and paſſion contending may ſo orga- 
niſe ſocial life, that it may be rendered a ſafe and 
nutritious matrix to the perfectability of human 
intellect, or the higheſt energy of this ſphere of 
exiſtence. 

If we take a juſt and diſpaſſionate view of the 
Britiſh Government, we ſhall find civil power 
operating in all the conſummation of exiſting pre- 
dicament. Authority, influence and violence are 
ſo happily blended, that the paſſions confined to 
their proper channels receive from the influence of 
public rewards an accelerating impulſe to flow into, 
and ſwell the river of ſenſibility, which the violence 
of law checks from an overflow, and authority 
conducts into the ocean of thought, reflection, and 
reaſon, 

In a body politic ſo completely organiſed, all 
reform muſt originate with the head ; for ſhould 
the members prove refractory, or aſſume any au- 
thority, a diſſolution of ſyſtem muſt immediately 
enſue. The Britiſh Government furniſhes a moſt 
illuſtrious example of the ſalutary regimen at all 
times directed by its head, by which it has attained 
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the euchraſis of policy. Reform in this country has 
ever originated with the ariſtocracy, or with 


the three eſtates. Ihe Magna Carta, the inde- 


pendence of the judges, the paramount verdict of 
the juries, the abolition of feudality and ſlavery, 
have all been the acts of Ariſtocracy or Govern- 
ment in other nations as well as this; whenever the 
people aſſumed momentarily a ſudden authority, 
they have been as ſuddenly obliged to cede it back 
again, and prefer deſpotiſm to anarchy. The hiſ- 
tory of the world, and of this country in particu- 
lar, bears many pages of evidence to corroborate 
this truth. 

The index of perfection in civil power points 
ever to a modified liberty of the preſs; if human 


reaſon has full liberty to operate inquiſitively and 


inſtructively on all ſubjects which concern human 
happineſs to produce thought, and paſſion alone 
is reſtrained from inflammatory and inſidious decla- 
mation to produce action, the grand deſideratum 
of ſocial organization is obtained: in this ſtate, the 
individual and ſocial body make a mutual pro- 
greſs towards that retro- active perfectability reſem- 
bling domeſtic life, when the adult child riſes 
through the melioration of intellect, from parental 

obedience to kindred and natural fraternity. | 
If the liberty of reaſon is aſſured, what can the 
individual wiſh for more ? What avails the liberty 
of will to change his political, with the ſame free- 
dom he Changes his individual condition; he 
would 
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would then involve both in a ſimilar deſtiny, per- 
ſonal diſeaſe and political diforder, Nations receive 
more benefit from the diſcovery of an important 
moral truth, than from the moſt happy revolution 
that could happen in the political poſition of ſo- 
ciety. Revolution introducing popular or demo- 
cratic governments, confines the deliberation of 
judgement, and forces it to perpetual deciſion in 
the fluctuating and active ſcenes of policy. Moral 
truth demands for its matrix the ſtability of conſti- 
tuted mixed government, producing peace and 
tranquillity. Judgement is then at leiſure to range 
in the wide maze of ſpeculation, to diſcover the 
more general relations of things in exiſtence; and 
thereby meliorating the moral temperament or 
reaſon of the great maſs of the community, renders 
it a ſolid foundation to bear any ſuperſtructure of 
improving policy. 

The revolutions of will or paſſion are tangetical 
movements of the body politic from the center of 
power, till meeting ultimately in violent colliſion, 
they are forced back into a narrower orbit, by the 
momentum of their fall upon the center of increaſed 
attractive power or deſpotiſm. 

The reformation of reaſon revolves the politic 
body in the ſpiral diagram, 
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' where the renitency of reaſon and paſſion, con- 
ducted by the well-poifed mechaniſm of mixed go- 
vernment, paſſion gravitates upon the center of 
conftitution, while reaſon incurvates and elevates the 
line of progreſs towards the apex of perfecta- 
bility. 5 

J hear many daring ſuperficial ſpeculators con- 
ſtantly announcing the ſimplicity of moral and po- 
litical truth. Yes, in theory it is all ſimplicity, but 
in practice it is all complication ; this propoſition is 
illuſtrated on the conduct of individual orfelf-govern- 
ment. How few men in the moſt fimple predicament 
of felf-cconomy, aliment, have prudence enough to 
eftabliſh the conſtitution of health? What hopes can 
be entertained when this predicament 1s complicated 
by moral, domeſtic, civil, and political ſyſtems, 
and when this complication 1s increaſed in propor- 
tion to the numbers of aſſociated millions of 
ſelfs ? 

cite the thoughtleſs diſſipated Demagogues of 
the day, to publiſh their own biography as the moſt 
illuſtrious example of the above truth. Let me 
afk thofe philophagi,“ whom the vice of gaming 
has perpetually attracted to the precipice of certain 
miſery, have they not with their eyes wide open, 
voluntarily leaped into deſtruction? and ſhall thefe 
men continue to make dupes of their ignorant fel. 


* The word philophagi "=_— friend eaters, the trug 
denomination of gameſters. 


low 


Cay 


low citizens, when they proteſt in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that if they ſhould be intruſted with the 
public happineſs, they would guard it from all riſk 
of contingency ? | 


I could put ſome queſtions to the poor unhappy 
victims of the law, but commiſeration ſhuts my 


mouth, and diverts me to their principals, the 
conſtitutional ſociety, How dare you, ye thought- 
leſs levellers, nominate as the repreſentative of a 
wiſe, ſober, and thoughtful Britiſh community, a 
man notorious for want of moral ceconomy, whoſe 
mind gangreened with the cancer of deſpair (cauſed 
by thoughtleſſneſs and diſſipation) was to become the 
depoſitory of public happineſs ? You have but one 
apology which may ſerve as general for your paſt, 
preſent, and future conduct; you were drunk with 


both the ſpirit of your liquor, and your licenti- 


ouſnels. 
Your French Convention relegated to the Scotch 


capital, has opened the eyes of the North Britons ; 
they compare the diſgrace which this event has in- 
fitted upon Edinburgh, with the honour it reflects 
upon London, where your Committee of Public 
Safety would have been ſuffocated with the ſpittle 
of Engliſh boys, for men would not have conde- 
ſcended to the notice of your French mummery, 
Inebriety can alone apologiſe to both yourſelves 
and the public, for the adoption of meaſures whoſe 


impertinence defeated their own ends; there re- 


mains, however, an obligation of retribution, and 
that 


<Q 
* 22 
n w * 


Tf >a 


K —— —— 


"f 

of 
| 
4 


n 


_—_—y r 
E 


9 . A 
+. 


KG 


1 


- — — 3 —— r 4 


(043 
that 1s, to ſet about informing yourſelves, before you 
attempt to inform or reform your fellow ſubjects; 
for which purpoſe I recommend to your peruſal 
the following philoſophical works, Travels to 
diſcover the Source of Moral Motion, The Apo- 
calypſe of Nature, Moral World, The Book, and 
The Revolution of Reaſon ;* but muſt previouſly 
admoniſh you, and all unthinking, irreflective 


minds, that they are but the theory of thought to 


liberalize reaſon, but by no means the meaſure of 
immediate practice, whoſe criterion muſt be 
formed by the higheſt degree of reflective pru- 
dence, to adjuſt the harmonizing predicament of 
exiſting circumſtances. 

I ſhall now endeavour, in order to reſtore your 
minds, if poſſible, from the intoxication of thought- 
leſs licentiouſneſs to the ſobriety of reaſon, to draw 
a juſt but moſt horrible picture of the French Re- 
volution, the great archetype of your political re- 
formation, which like a tennis ball, having bound- 
ed through all the points of popular tumult, has 
at laſt taken an apparent ſite in an oligarchy of 


committees, overawed by the dictatorſhip of Ro- 
beſpierre. 


* Theſe works, that from the magnitude of their truths, 
form the epoch of intellectual exiſtence, are too abſtruſe to 


be generally underſtood, ſo that their influence or efficacy 


will be reſtricted to reflective minds, to call thought, and not 
the will, into action, to develope human capability, and mark 
its progreſs towards perfectability. 
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This man having a thorough knowledge of the 
French character, and having conquered the cha- 
racteriſtic trait of egotiſm, intereſtedneſs, by the 
more ſpecious paſſion of ambition, has reduced the 
confidence of his countrymen, and has founded 
thereon a Dictatorſhip, tyrannical, jealous, and 
vindictive: to compare it with that of Cromwell 
would defame infamy. Liſten to the opinion of 
a leading but bold demagogue in the National 
Aſſembly, upon the ſeizure of Danton for a mere 
difference of opinion with his former colleague, 
Robeſpierre. © I know,” ſays Legendre, © this 
© man Danton to be a patriot, his crime is only a 
ce difference of opinion; take care leſt the world 
* might have reaſon to exclaim, the revolution of 
« France is a monſter, devouring its own chil- 
« dren.” What ſay you to this, Sans Culottes 


ſenators of Britain? your parliamentary oppoſition- 


to national armament would in France conduct 
you to the guillotine without form of trial, and yer 
Engliſh liberty ſeems to be placed on too narrow a 
ſcale for your ignoble and thoughtleſs ſouls, 

Yes, the thoughtful part of mankind have 
long foreſeen the life of this monſter ; they have 
ſeen it devour its. father, the Duke of Orleans, 


various groups of its children, it is now devouring - 


its ſubjects; and as it was born in myſtery, it muſt 
die in myſtery, and devour itſelf before this event 
takes place; its diffolution muſt remain incalcu- 
lable, for the oppoſition of hoſtile and confederate 
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Europe ſeems but to animate the conſtitution of 


this political hydra. 


The French people are fo totally devoid of 
thought, ſenſibility, and the inverted faculty of the 
mind upon itſelf producing reflection, that they 
bend and yield to every ſtorm of evil; their ani- 
mal conſtitution demands a perpetual novelty of 
occurrence to give impulſe to ſenſation ; it is re- 
flection alone, engendered by ſenſibility, that cul- 
tivates ſyſtem to give duration to a ſameneſs or ſe- 
ries of enjoyment, which thoughtful minds cannot 
diſpenſe with without the moſt exquiſite ſuffer- 
ance; and ſuch is the Engliſh temperament, whoſe 
fenſibility muſt tranquiliſe the ſtorm of contingency 
by. the diſcipline of ſyſtem, or it muſt break, but 
not bend in the conteſt. 

I have often-been witneſs to the moſt remark- 
able irreflection and improvidence of the French 
people in their domeſtic conduct. I have ſeen 
groups of them freezing with cold before a bla- 
zing fire; they aſſemble before it in a crowd, one 
individual occupies the center, two more the ſides, 
and ten more ſtand behind rubbing their freezing 


hands; how often have I been obliged to point out 


to them that circular arrangement which admits 
the whole to an equal participation of the deſired 
comfort! 

An ill-judged tolerance of individual foibles at 
all their public meetings evinces a general ſacrifice 
of public to private convenience; and if they can 
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but acquire the character of amiable, they attain 
the climax of their exiſtence, and all ſyſtemaiic 
diſpoſitions are criticiſed for their inſlexibilty un- 
der the ſarcaſtic appellation of Cynic ; and who- 
ever ſhould become a champion for the public 
againſt private convenience, would not fail to 
have many cdmbats d'outrance. 

It is the hand of reflection that drops the pebble 
into the lake of exiſtence, according to Pope's 
beautiful allegory, conſummated by the Author 
of this Pamphlet in both its moral and phyſical 
climax : 


*« Self- Love but ſerves the virtuous mind to wake, 

« As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake: 

4 The center moved, a circle ſtrait ſucceeds, 

© Another ſtill, and ſtill another ſpreads. 

&« Friend, Parent, Neighbour, firſt it does embrace, 
“ Our Country next, and next all human Race. 
„Wide and more Wide th' o'erflowings of the Mind 
Takes every creature in of every kind,” 

Riſes to intellectual being leſt, 

W here Self and Nature's Union flands con fe. 


It is reflection alone can expand the heart and 
form the man; it is moral truth muſt give birth 
o reflection; it is the change of ideas and opinions, 
and not political forms of Government, that pro- 
duces moral truth; this muſt originate from the 
preſs, whoſe operations of Reaſon muſt be pro- 
tected by civil power from the ſtorm of paſſion, 
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for Wiſdom can have no progreſs but in the me- 
dium of ſocial peace. 

The progreſs of this monſter, the French Revo- 
lution, if traced through all its attitudes and re- 
bounds, evirces animal ſenſation, and not mental 
reflection, to be the characteriſtic trait of the 
national complexion. The preſent attitudes of 
Oligarchy or tacit Dictatorſhip, influenced by na- 
tional levity and volatility, has reſumed for its 
criterion a political and religious moderantiſm, 
which has long ſerved as a pretext of conſpiracy 
to conduct contending factions to the ſcaffold. 
Should Robeſpierre be able to preſerve his life and 
his power, and ſuch impalpable moderantiſm con- 
tinue the criterion of patriotiſm or rebellion, the 
tribunals of mock juſtice muſt be deluged with 
blood, and individual reaſon and ſafety muſt be 
found in the re- echo of the ſentiment of the pie- 
dominant party of the day. 

Robeſpierre has at length diſcovered, that civil 
inſtitutions are but an ingenious and complicated 
mechaniſm to controul the paſſions and ignorance 
of the multitude, and that all the ſprings and 
wheels of this machine muſt be adapted to the moral 
temperament of the nation; ] will aſſiſt his diſco- 
veries, and announce, that civil power and thepreſs 
are che pillars of univerſal good; and while princes 
acknowledge this truth, they are the guardians of 
human happineſs, and it is lawful for them to re- 
ſtrain and modify the liberty of the preſs, to ſup- 

preſs 
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preſs paſſion and incite thought; but ſhould they 
attempt totally to deſtroy it, then would it become 
the holy duty of man, conjured by his univerſal 
good or integer nature, to riſe and deſtroy them. 

Since the invention of printing, the only re- 
ſpectable ra of paſt biſtory, truth has been mak- 
ing the molt rapid progreſs, notwithſtanding its ex- 
pedient reſtriction by power and deſpotiſm ; and 
when princes ſhall arrive at the knowledge of ſelf 
and its unity with nature, it will be the intereſt of 
Man to ſupport their authority againſt the licen- 
tiouſneſs of democracy and the fanaticiſm of indi- 
vidual liberty, for princes will then uſe their au- 
thority as the defenders of the preſs, the matrix 
of univerſal good. 

can with much confidence aſſure the preſent 
oligarchy of France, that it will be impoſſible to 
re-eſtabliſh a moderantiſm of policy and religion: 
they have ex poſed the ſcenery of the puppet ſhow ; 
and will the children believe life in thoſe bodies, 
when the prieſt or ſhow - man has diſcloſed the wires 
and machinery of their motion? Will the Jacobins 
be prevailed upon to cede the ſovereign authority 
of their clubs? Allow that Robeſpierre may by 
his confidential influence hold their activity in ſuſ- 
penſion, what is to become of the nation upon his 
demiſe? the revolution monſter will then increaſe 


the number of its heads to accelerate the deſola- 
tion of a devored country, 


How 


191 
How came this frantic nation of fools and 
ſcoundrels to idolize Rouſſeau, that Chriſtian, In- 
fidel, Deiſt, and Madman ? Was it that his incon- 
ſequential philoſophy accommodated itſelf beſt to 
their incivic and unprincipled moral temperament? 
The philoſophy of Helvetius would have expoſed 
their want of manhood ; he would have taught 
them the neceſſity of civil diſcipline in limited and 
well- poiſed ariſtocracy and, monarchy ; he would 
have taught them that ſocial order and peace were 
totally independent of religion, and ſtood alone 
on the good adminiſtration of wiſe laws; that, a 
nation ſo depraved as to make modes of faith the 
bond of union, could be governed only by the 
moſt rigorous deſpotiſm;* why did they not cul- 
tivate the Stewartonian philoſaphy, which makes 
civil power the cauſe of peace, peace the cauſe of 
wiſdom, and human intelle& the Deity of this 
ſphere of exiſtence, developing the unity of ſelf 
and nature in duration and intereſt, through time 
f and eternity? that death is no poſtern gate for man 
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* The preſent attempts to re-eſtabliſh religion in France 
is meridian evidence of the imbecility of the nation, and moſt 
awful prognoſtic of the approaching hurricane of anarchy. 
The people, too ignorant to read the mile-ſtones and direc» 
tory poſts of law on the road of civil policy, demand the Will 
o' Wiſps of religious dogma and theologic charts to direct 
them to their civic ſtations or converging roads of republican 

indiviſibility, as well might the mariner direct his veſſel by 
the weather-cock, 
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to eſcape from thoſe evils which his actions or ex- 
ample may have ſtamped on the ocean of life, on 
whoſe ſurface he muſt for ever like the bubble 
burſt, ſink, and riſe again; that the tyrant muſt 
return to be the ſubject of his own tyranny, the 
griping landlord to the tenant's penury, the 


French anarchiſt to famine, tumult, and blood- 


ſhed, and the man of cruelty to the toil and ſuf- 
ferings of the tortured brute creation. Such 1s 
the courſe of nature ſo legibly written by the hand 
of truth, that every man who runs may read it. 

I will venture my advice to the French nation, 
as the only means to give peace to themſelves and 
all Europe, which 1s, to re-eſtabliſh a French 
prince by the aid of foreign troops; for while 
there is one French citizen in arms, there can be 
no peace or government in France. I muſt alfa 
offer my advice to confederate nations. To faci- 
litate ſuch an event in France, they ſhould imme- 
diately declare a defenſive war, and reſt upon 
their arms in their own frontiers ; ſuch a ſyſtem 
would mark the æra of French anarchy, whoſe 
horrors would then deluge the whole country, and 
make them in a very few months ſuppliants for 
the aid of foreign troops to ſave them from total 
deſolation, by the eſtabliſhment of monarchical 
power, 

At this awful but propitious epocha of future 
good, when the duty of intellect, awakened by 

the 
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( 16 ) 


the operations of the preſs, ſeems ſtaggering in the 


maze of policy with the film of ſomniferous error 


ſtill upon his eyes, all men of property and thought 
are imperiouſty ſummoned to join the ſtandard of 
power, to bind humanity with thoſe ſoft and tute- 
lary ligatures of civil coercion that may reſtrain the 
will, till intelle&, recovering from the yawnings 
of error, and having rubb'd the film of fleep from 
its eyes, becomes wide awake. 

Let the fate of France be the alarm bell of Bri- 
tain, where ſocial order has been ſo completely 
ſubverted, that the peaſant is now rotting in the 
oſcitancy of the palace, and while the noble is 
approaching a premature diſſolution in the labour 
of the field, when the operations of intellect are 
abſorbed in the impulſe of will, to procure a ſcanty 


ſubſiſtence by incongenial occupation. Neceſſity 


has made the prieſt a ſoldier, the lawyer a ſailor, 
the noble a labourer, the liberal artiſt a toiling 
mechanic, the philoſopher a porter, and youth 
and age a troop of beggars ; and thus civilization 
has been deluged in the chaos of feroctous anarchy 
by the deſtruction of the perennial dykes of 270 
ſonal property and optimacy. 

Let the yeomanry of Britain come forth, one 
and all, and by a zealous combination offer pro- 
tection and government to the greater number of. 
poor and induſtrious fellow citizens, whoſe hap- 


pineſs depends upon their ſubjection to the opti- 


macy of the community. 
& For 


n F 
e For thoſe who think muſt govern thoſe who toil.” 


Let the more opulent part of the yeomanry 
form themſelves into regiments of cavalry, while 
the leſs opulent form regiments of infantry to 
increaſe the efficient number of the former corps, 
gentlemen only, though of no property, might be 
ſupplementally admitted; to the latter, men of 
thought and loyal character, though unpoſſeſſed 
of property, may be admitted for the purpoſe of 
ſubſtitution or ſupplemental efficiency of number. 


Plan of National Defence. 


The army of property, whether embodied as a 
conſtitutional army or as volunteer corps of yeo- 
manry, muſt be encamped and ſeparated from all 
the other corps of the army, to act with more 
vigour againſt mutiny, treachery, or invading 
enemies, 

Every deſcription of forces muſt be united in 
one encampment, in order to make the evolu- 
tions of an army familiar by exercife, and to 
oppole immediately to the invading enemy the 
whole collected force of the kingdom. 

In a former plan, delivered to the ſeveral mem- 
bers of adminiſtration (whoſe receipt was acknow- 


ledged by none, the perſonal impolite behaviour 


of miniſters can have no effect upon my patriotic 
zeal to ſend them ſuch information as I think may 
D tend 
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(4853 
tend to the ſafety or proſperity of my country) 1 
propoled to divide the troops into various en- 
campments on thoſe fpots where facility of landing 
might invite the enemy; here I propoſed alſo to 
erect batteries, and form temporary works to op- 
poſe ſuch landing. I have ſince changed my opi- 
nion, and think it of dangerous conſequence to 
divide the grand army, and a vain attempt to 


cover a large extent of coaft with ſmall parties, 


whoſe reſiſtance could have no effect, and whoſe 
difperfion and re unction would be attended with 
much inconvenience and danger. 

The protection of our coaſts can depend only 
upon the promptitude and valour of the nation in 
arms, to meet the enemy when landed, and ſo 
completely to cut off all poſſibility of retreat, that 
their deſtruct ion would become a leflon in hiſtory 
of more efficacy for the protection of this ifland 
than all the fortification of the celebrated Vauban. 
The only batteries upon this iſland ſhould be 
placed round our dock-yards, and open coaſts 
ſhould every where invite the enemy to land, while 


Englifh hearts in union would every where declare 


the certainty of their deſtruction. 

Signal towers ſhould occupy the whole extent of 
the ſea coaſt, to give notice of the approach of the 
enemy's fleet, and a ſecond fignal to give notice 
of their landing: theſe rowers fhould communicate 
with others inland, to the diſtance of at leaſt 


twenty miles, to call together the peaſants in the 


. neigh- 


5 
neighbourhood, who ſhould be armed with pikes, 
lodged in every market town under the care of a 
magiſtrate : theſe irregular armed men ſhould be 
lead on to the flanks and rear of the enemy, while 
the regulars oppoſed the front. 

The regular cavalry muſt adopt a new and 
deſperate mode of attack ; volunteer parties, form- 
ing a troop, muſt be compoſed as a forlorn hope 
to ride down upon the ranks of the enemy. The 
regiment muſt follow at two hundred paces diſtant, 
and when the forlorn hope has drawn away the 
fire of the enemy, they muſt puſh on to the enemy's 
ranks, and no retreat mult be allowed. The in- 
fantry army muſt follow cloſe to complete the 
victory, 


Should my advice not be followed, I tremble 
for the fate of ſocial exiſtence over all Europe. 
What an Herculean labour have the confederate 
powers undertaken, to confine and to cure thirty 
millions of raving madmen, who have no feeling 
for the accumulated evils of famine and anarchy ! 
The ſacrifices that will be exacted from the feeling 
ſubjects of theſe powers to execute their arduous 
enterprize will, I fear, ſo augment the preſent 
leaven of diſcontent, that the now-concealed Ja- 
cobins will avail themſelves thereof, and nothing 
will be able to oppoſe their treachery, but the 
_ Characteriſtic thought and diffuſed property in the 

| D 2 iſland 


( 20 ) 
iſland of Great Britain; to effectuate which pur. 


poſe, I recommend the following plan of internal 
and external defence : 


In caſe of a ſudden Invaſion, 


Let every man, the poſſeſſor of a horſe or 
horſes, provide himfelf with an equal number of 
light pikes about ten feet in length; let the ſame 
number of riders be ſelected, according to their 
property or attachment to the preſent government; 
and when the alarm ſhall be given, let them all 
repair to a pre-determined rendezvous upon the 
ſea coaſt, and there form a junction: it would be 
of great advantage that iron ſhields ſhould be alſo 
prepared, to be worn on the breaſt of both man 
and horſe, that for the man to be made in a ſquare 
form ſixteen inches in length and twelve in 
breadth, juſt thick enough to be muſket proof; 
- the horſe's ſhield ſhould be made in the form of a 
half moon, and fixed by a band round the neck, 
and a belly band to keep it from oſcillating, as 
alſo that for the man. 

I have frequently witneſſed the irreſiſtible effect 
of ſuch irregular cavalry, when totally unſup- 
ported by infantry; but as our militia would alſo 
Join the combat, ſucceſs and victory muſt be 
inevitable. 

This plan will not at all interfere with the diſ- 
cipline of the ſeveral bodies of yeomanry, which 
ſhould be continued unremittingly; and whenever 

the 
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( 22 ) 
the whole property of the country ſhall be armed, 
the preſervation of the ſocial body will be affured 
however great may be the ſacrifices of the war by 
the maſs of the community, Britiſh generoſity can 
at all times render the public burthen light, by 
flying to the aid of oppreſſed poverty; and in this 
iſland of plenty, induſtry, and thought, the moral 
union of its inhabitants, will ever form an impene- 
trable ſhield to the ſhock of public ſufferance. 

The deſperate mode of attack propoſed for the 
cavalry, both regular and irregular, can be ſer- 
viceable only to an invaded iſland where the hoſtile 
army muſt be wholly infantry, and where all that 
is valuable is at ſtake, to the defenſive troops, to 
inſpire them with that burning zeal with which 
ſuch a ſyſtem of attack can alone be executed. 
This plan can never be adopted by mercenary 
troops on the continent of Europe, where man- 
hood has no country, and intelle&ual valour no 
creative cauſe, French-man, Ger-man, and 
Dutch-man, means the land they inhabit, and not 
the virtues they poſſeſs. Deſpotiſm and ſuperſti- 
tion has fo levelled the human character, that 


whenever rebellion breaks forth, the total want of 


moral excellence deſtroys all confidence and ſub- 
ordination, and the horrors of the moſt bloody 
and ferocious anarchy drives them back again to 

the gulph of ſalutary and invigorated deſpotiſm. 
I ſhall conclude this ſhort but dangerous peal 
of 
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of the alarm bell with the oſcillating clappet of 
admonition. Beware of a late decree which has 
been paſt by the two hundred and forty tyrants of 
1 France, viz. to export all their ſculpted marbled 
| and painted canvas. What have they, then, ſo 
| mean an opinion of the good ſenſe of this country, 
as to ſuppoſe che ſuperfluity of the v per 
will be diverted by the purchaſe of ſuch frippery 
from the current of warlike preparations? no, we 
will fend back our daubed canvas and chizzeled 
blocks to thoſe idiots, who could expend the 
energies of intellect upon ſuch elaborate no- 
thingneſs. | | 
Britons, exert at this moment individually and 
collectively all the energies of your characteriſtic 
reflection; let the ſuperfluity of your riches flow 
into the channels of ſocial and political power ; let 
your property {well the ſubſcriptions of armament, 
of aſſociations, to explore, new ſources of com- 
merce, as a vehicle of univerſal civilization; and 
as a ſubſtitute to the obſtructed channels of French 
| knavery and folly, ſubſcribe for the aid of unoccu- 
pied induſtry, and let Britannia, with the ſword in 
one hand, and the cornucopia of beneficence in 
the other, with her mind revolving all the relations 
of predicament and perfectability, overawe the 
deſperate Democrat, and uphold the loyal and 
{ſuffering ſubject, and thus become the ſaviour of 


ſocial exiſtence, the matrix of univerſal good. 
The 
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The mechaniſm of civil ſociety. 

The ſyſtem of political aſſociation reſembles and 
ſucceeds to that of parental ; children muſt be. 
reſtrained and enlightened till experience prepares. 
them foradultfraternity ; civilpowerthenreceivesthe. 
adoleſcent, and through the complicate machine of 
its laws, cuſtoms, and conſtitution, propels virile 
ſenſation to the moſt exquiſite degree of intellectual 
ſenſibility, reſembling the parabola of the bomb- 
ſhell, when wiſdom, elevated by power, returns 
with the momentum of its recoil, and inverts the 
mind in the profundity of its own centre, where 
it diſcovers the unity of ſelf and nature, and diſ- 
ſolves the uſeleſs and illegal bonds of ſocial coer- 
cion; by the advent of univerſal manhood. 

The laws, cuſtoms, education, and conſtitution 
of England, which is now preparing to receive 
the vertical ſtone of the ſocial pyramid, an armed 
yeomanry, holds out to the aſtoniſhed and inſtructed 
world a practical model of the moſt perfect ſocial 
machine, bearing within its frame the ſpring of 
human capability, and its aſſured progreſſive ex- 
panſion to the apex of perſectability. 

In ſome of my former works, miſled by the 


benevolent propenfity of my own heart, to 
reprobate 


Had Pope ſaid inſtead of all, ſome partial ill is univerſal 
g02d, it would have formed a wiſe and uſeful apothegm, but 


learned men are bound in the ſhackles of preciſion, and every 
1 idea 


( 24 ) 
reprobrate evil, wichout conſidering its relative 
efficiency of good, I have calumniated the energies 
of our magic conſtitution, the moral wonder of 
the world; I have now diſcovered that influence, 
however corrupt, by converting egotiſm into pa- 
triotiſm, is a leſſer evil than democratic anarchy 
that the diſſolute education of our public ſchools 
produces that high animation, the characteriſtic 
of Britiſh manhood, That dueliſm is the ſupport 
of that ſublime and ineſtimable diſcrimination of 
gentleman from plebeian, forming an important 
barrier between the optimacy or head, and the 
peſſimacy or members of the ſocial body. O, Eng- 
Iiſhmen, guard with ſanctimonious vigilance this 
magic wand of all your moral pre-eminence, The 
character of gentleman in every country but Eng- 
land, means titled birth, and provided you addreſs 
a foreign gentleman by his title, and abſtain from 
invectives of coward in France, dog in Germany, 
cuckold over all the ſouth, and ſome few ſimilar 
inſignificant terms over the reſt of the continent, 
you may reprobate them with the whole catalogue 
of infamy, diſhoneſty, falſchood, ignorance, in- 
gratitude, without cauſing a frown from their cha- 
raQeriſtic inſenſibility; whereas Engliſh anima- 
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idea which is not abſolute, is painful to their imitative and un» 
creative minds; to oſcillate in uncertitude is the criterion of 
genius and manhood, and the balance pole prudence on 
the wire of life, : 


E OE NE IR. 
* EEE” 


* 


tion 


( 3: 
tion is urged i into tempeſt from the leaſt breath of 
reproach. 
Engliſh plebeians in this divine quality of ſenſibi- 
lity ſurpaſs the continental nobles in the ſame ratio 


they ſurpaſs their horſes ; witneſs the art of pugi- 


liſm, which is uſed as a defence to the hereditary 
pride and ſhame of the Britiſh populace : in the 
markets of foreign countries, the buyers and ven- 
ders. are ſuch Jews in both pride and principle, 
that if their commodities are but the means of 
profit, the parties mutually pocket both the mo- 
ney and the inſults of this degrading higgling, while 
the exquilite ſenſibility of an Engliſhman keeps 
his market as free of inſult as of dupery ; and a 


houſe might be purchaſed in the latter with leſs _ 


offenſive higgling or dupery than an egg in thoſe 
of Paris, Rome, or Vienna, 

Theſe good productive evils, duelliſm and pu- 
gilifm,' I controuled by wiſe laws,“ would form 
the moſt powerful ſprings of the ſocial machine. 
The increaſe of wiſdom amongſt the inhabitants of 
this Hand has aboliſhed the futile diſcriminations 


of dreſs, title, and riches; the diagnoſtics of man- 


hood are education, honour, and profeſſion; and 
that elevated being who is ever willing to ſacrifice 
his life to his reputation, deſerves the dignified ap- 


* In all duels, the law ſhould be to try the ſurviving 
parties, and puniſh with impriſonment and death the 


aggreſſor, 
E | pellation 


5 = 
— 6; 4". 4 — FIS » WT . E ** 
— — — — ve Bra _ — * 


' 
5 


* 
"2 
4 
* 
i? 
oF. 
1 
1 
% 
= 
41 
"= 
1 
4 
47 


=>”. > 


4 - I. 
— 2 


2 > 


DO — — — — N 4 —=ID 
2. . 2 a. R C I = F > 2 9 " 
* 


— 
IE 3 
. 1 
5 2 a Ht >} 


( 26 ) 


pellation, gentleman; while he. who is em- 
ployed in the baſe chicanery of commerce, and 
willing only to expole the colour of his ſkin to 
guard the colour of his character, he is juftly 
ſtiled plebeian ; and upon this wide diſtinction is 
founded optimacy and peſſimacy, controul and 
ſubordination, the pendulum of the ſocial ma- 
chine. 
There is another wonderful wheel in che me- 
chaniſm of Britiſh policy, unknown to the conti- 
nental herds of aggregated bipeds, viz. Coventry, 
or ſocial exile, to which the dregs of manhood are 
relegated, This forms the great! ſource of Engliſh 
ſenſibility, and, like the quarantine of Leyantine 
peſtilence, juſtifies the ſuſpicious, reſerved hoſpi- 
tality ſo much complained of by foreigners, whoſe 
characters are never accompanied like an Engliſh 
man' 8, with a bill of health ; for whoever has been 
kicked out of company in England, has been 
kicked out of life, and the door of ſociety is every 
where ſhut againſt him ; whereas on the continent 
of Europe, company is a general rende vous for 
atrocity, wich the paſſport of title; and he who 
can count ſome centuries of titled anceſtry, has no- 
thing to apprehend from public opinion, or 
public reſentment. n 
O, Engliſhmen ! reverence this holy tribunal, 
which elevates this nation as much aboye others, 
as they are above herds of ſwine. While the opti- 
er ſhall be — to its juriſdiction, the 
3 | plebacy 


to) 
plebacy may yield in happineſs and ſecurity the moſt 
unbounded confidence and obedience ; but ſhould 
this court ever be ſhut, let it, like the Temple of Ja- 
nus, denounce the ſocial war, for ſubordination would 


then become treaſon againſt the majeſty of nature ; 
to this high court of Coventry, the ſocial palla- 


dium, let cowards who will not fight in defence of 
character, and bravos, who fight to deſtroy that of 
others, both be arraigned and ſentenced to per- 
petual infamy. 

It is this awful tribunal of Coventry amongſt a 
thoughtful people, that preſerves unbroken the 
Engliſh chain of moral union; this caſts off the 
unſound links, and guards the ſound from' the ruſt 
of meanneſs, and the rot of ſuſpicion. O, gen- 
tlemen of England ! if you wiſh to preſerve this in- 
eſt.mable union, at an epocha when the exiſtence 
of ſocial order is in danger, ſtore your minds with 
learning, wiſdom, and virtue, whoſe pre-eminence 
may guard your ſociety from plebeian intercourſe, 
and your rank from plebeian pretenſion. Let your 
moral principles be the increaſe of intelle&, and 
your political principles ſupport the unity. of 
civil power, with this condition, that it reſpects the 
fource of intellectual life, the preſs.“ 

To preſerve the tranſcendent conſtitution of Eng- 
land, let all political authority be abſorbed by the 


 * The law for the modification of the liberty of the preſs 
mould tolerate thoſe publications which excite to thought, 
and puniſh thoſe which excite to action. 

E 2 landed 


E 


landed intereſt; let money and commerce be 


humbled to the plebeian rank of avarice and chi- 
cane, and the only encouragement for induſtry be 
the capacity of purchaſe of landed property. Let 
the ſenate have no members but agreſtic patrons, 
whoſe noble ſouls are employed in the nouriſh- 
ment and inſtruction of a happy peaſantry; and 
let the ſcoundrel who racks a tenant to amaſs 


wealth, be ineligible to the ſenate, and inadmiſ- 


ſible to patrician company. The landed intereſt 
is the true political barometer of the ſtate, com- 
merce and wealth 1s the changeable weather of the 
atmoſphere, that has a fluctuating influence on the 
mercury, but the product of the ſoil and po- 


litical union of the inhabitants form the index of 


proſperity. 

Above all things, let not the civil power inter- 
fore i in theological regulations; let credulity and 
folly make their own peace ; let not parliament 
aliment the viper of diſcord, religious dogmatiſm 
(with ſabbath bills) which has ſo often threatened the 
death of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; and if we look 
abroad for the ſource of the preſent diſorder and 
diſcontent, we ſhall find it diverging from all parts 
out of the boſom of religious ſchiſm. Let not 
Atheiſm be an object of fear, none but philoſo- 
phers can adopt it, and ſuch men are never ſeen 
upon the liſt of a Newgate calender, or at the head 

of licentious mobs, or blind revolutionary bigots ; 
their occupationand criterion is to incite thought, and 
ſuppreſs 
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ſuppreſs action, to increaſe by means of arts and ſci- 
ence the ſenſibility of man, to improve this by civil 
diſcipline into the higheſt degree of intellect. Wiſ- 
dom thus engendered, inverts by thought and reflec- 
tion the mind upon itſelf ; the unity of ſelf and na- 
ture is then diſcovered, and the moral chaos har- 
monizes into a new-created intellectual world. 

The only avowed enemy of Mr. Locke's philo- 
ſophy was the only man who with the monoſyl- 
lable ay, decided the awful queſtion of retaliation, 
which was to deluge nations in blood. Mr. 
Locke's philoſophy extinguiſhed the blazing altar 
of religious fanaticiſm ; and ſince its publication, 
we have had no cruſades, no bloody feaſts of St. 
Bartholomew, no piles for martyrs, and no holy 
and bloody rebellions of Jiſts againſt Piſts, or 
Deiſts againſt Dog—iſts, Locke's philoſophy was 
the firſt doſe of hellebore which procured to human 
inſanity its firſt lucid interval, and the moſt ſublime 
and conſummate ſyſtem of the Stewartonian philo- 
ſophy, or unity of ſelf and nature, was the firſt to 
expand humanity to its complete circle, to confine 
action far within the boundaries of thought, and to 
make all the operations of doctrine or policy tend 
ſolely to the increaſe of intellect, and not the change 
of political poſition, 

[ call upon the right honourable critic of Mr. 
Locke to reconſider his Iriſh criticiſm, which de- 


clares the cauſe of all error to be the improvement of 


underſtanding. He has confounded the inflamma- 
cory 


630 
tory with the informatory writings of the preſs. 
Speculative writings will, no doubt, contain 
error; but as they are addreſſed to contempla- 
tion, error will be detected before it grows into 

ſentiment. It is the ephemeral publications of 
journals and newſpapers, which deal out inflamma- 
tory dogma, inſtead of doubtful diſquilition, that 
precipitates man into the path of action, with the 
bandage of error ſtil] upon his eyes, and brings 
on thole precarious revolutions which paſs over the 
country like the peſtilential wind of Arabia, de- 
ſtroying the plants of truth and liberty, and leav- 
ing the deſert ſoil to re- invigorated deſpotiſm. 

Let me aſk our right honourable critic what is 
to remedy the evils of peſtilence, famine, war, and 
ignorance, which pervade the whole earth? Can 
the repetition of church ritual, eſtabliſhed by act 
of parliament, or the old ballads of Sternhold and 
Hopkins, abrogate ſuch calamities ? If ſo, ſhut up 
your ſtate council chambers, reform your batta- 
lions, demoliſh your ſchools and academies, and 
let all men become herdſmen to tend the tithe pigs 
of the clergy, whoſe magic ſounds would diſpenſe 
univerſal repoſe, but for one little inconvenience; 
that not being able to agree upon the univerſal 
caballa, a counter magic takes place, and all is 
again ſwallowed up in error. 

Now the remedy for human error can be nothing 
but human intellect, its coloſſal fteps; aided by the 
ſtaff of reaſon, pals cautiouſly the bog of predica< 
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ment, or union of theory and practice, examining 
the folid ground of practice with the ſtaff of reaſon, 
before it ſteps forward; its progreſs is ſlow, but its 
paces are ſure; before it runs wit, talent, imay 
gination, paſſion, halloo'd. and ſtimulated by jour- 
nals; newſpapers, inflammatory pamphlets ; theſe, 
unaided by the ſtaff of reaſon, and lead on by the 
ignus fatuus of will, flounce deeper and deeper 
at every ſtep, and at laſt ſubmerge into the bog, in- 
volving each other reciprocally into their own vortex. 
Our right honourable critic has confounded his 
friend wit with his incognito wiſdom, and ſecur- 
ing only the cataſtrophe of the former, has loſt all 
confidence in thoſe operationsof intellect, with which 
his vapid fancy and hereditary want of thought 

has never been able to form any acquaintance.“ 
Locke's philoſophy taught man the difference be- 
tween logic and ratiocination, between the found of 
rhetoricand ſenſe of judgement, between learning and 
wiſdom, between the man of thought and the man 
of talent ; and if his right * critic could 
have 


It is, no doubt, with human intelle in man as with the 
capacity of walking in an infant; the ſpheres of activity will 
be increaſed in a parallel ratio with theſe powers, and both 
man and infant will be expoſed to greater alternatives of good 
and evil by their increaſe ; on this account, folly might pro- 
poſe the ſuppreſſion of both faculties, but reaſon — de- 
mand only the inereaſed vigilance of the reaſon and the go- 
vernment. 

+ Had this gentleman poſſeſſed as much Engliſh thought 
or judgement, as he does Iriſh wit or talent, he would not 

. | | 8 have 
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| ( J ) 
have recovered his hereditary want of thought, the 
characteriſtic of his native country, he would have 
diſcovered by profound contemplation, that the pub- 
lication of the Human Underftanding, by Locke, 
was the birth of the human underftanding, and the 
birth of that tranſcendent ſympathy which iden- 
tifies individual and univerſal good, teaching man 
that the ſighs of all his ſpecies, and the greater 
agonies of all ſenſitive nature, may be remedied by 
the growth of manhood riſing through the in- 
creaſe of intellect, from capability to-incalculable 
perfectability. 

The horrors and anarchy of France which our 
right honourable ſenator, the great enemy of phi- 
loſophy, attributes to the progreſs of intellect and 
the diſcovery of moral truth, was all owing to the 
imbecility of a king, and the thoughtleſs levity of 
his ſubjects, who, in their conteſts in America, had 
loſt the zeal of loyalty, and they had not read 
enough of Locke to learn to diſtinguiſh theory from - 
practice,. or to think before they attempted to act. 
Their armies are headed by men who cannot read, 
and their councils by men incapable of coptempla- 


have involved this nation in the preſent awful dilemma of ar- 
raigning its policy at the bar of criminal juſtice, to puniſh a 
patriot miniſter whoſe ſervices and ſufferings, in the ratio of 
their continuance, will ultimately form an enormaus debt, 
and heavy demand upon national gratitude, whoſe payment 
will form an incontrovertible teſtimony of the dangerous ſo- 
phiſtry and defect of thought in his proſecutors. 


tion 
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tion or diſcuſſion, and the general genius of the 
nation is hoſtile to all ſyſtem, and homogeneous 
only with contingency. 

A ſtory has been related of a number of people 
aſſembled in a large hall, whoſe windows being 
cloſed, all was darkneſs; it ſeems the center was 
occupied with a maſſy ſigure that drew the atten- 
tion of the aſſembly, who examined it by the 
touch with the utmoſt curioſity ; ſome conceived 
it to be an elephant, others a camel, others a man, 
and many and various were the opinions formed by 
the inquiſitive aſſembly ; at length the windows 
burſt open, and behold the object of their anxiety 
and conjecture was nothing but the ſtump of an 
old tree. 

The French nation is the above aſſembly, and 
their legiſlators, the wiſe men of Gotham, have at 
length determined to ſhut the windows again, and 
decree the old ſtump of religious ſuperſtition a 
living animal, which all Frenchmen muſt bow 
down to and adore, and its will, as interpreted by 
their ſage legiſlators, 1s to be made the baſis and 
criterion of immutable truth and virtue. O, illuſ- 
trious idiots ! before you proceed to decree this 
moral eclipfe, let me recommend to you, merely 
out of caprice, to decree ſubmiſſion to a French 
prince, ſupported by a foreign army ;' thus may 
you ſave your own country, and prevent the jealouſy 
of ignorant but expedient power arreſting the pro- 
greſs of reaſon over all the world. 


F I call. 
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I call upon the legiſlative power in this country 
to paſs a bill againſt all public aſſemblies, as in 
Ireland, leſt the thoughtleſs Democrats of Chalk 
Farm may ultimately, by their turbulency and in- 
creaſe, throw the nation into fuch panic and con- 
ſternation, that jurymen may yield up the liberty 
of the preſs to the jealous fangs of arbitrary power. 
If theſe afſemblies were put an end to, political 
ſubjects would meet an edifying reading or diſcuſ- 
cuſſion in the colloquial diſcourſe of domeſtic ſo- 
ciety, and. the harangues of inſidious Demagogues 
would no longer precipitate the people to prema- 
ture actions, defeating their own ends, by cauſing 
a more diftant recoil of ſocial and moral per- 
fectability. | 
Guard me from my friends, ſays the Spaniſh 
proverb, I can myſelf take care of my enemies. 
The mals of thoughtleſſneſs, burſt forth into active 
democracy in this country, has done more injury 
to the cauſe of liberty and truth, than all the re- 


ſtrictions of the moſt inveterate ariſtocracy; it has 


in England deſtroyed the W tig Club, rendered 
jurymen ſuſpicious and inimical to the prefs, diſ- 


couraged and diſguſted ſpeculative philoſophy, 


% 


conſternated the liberal citizen, and made him ſtop 
his career of reform to the gaol of civil perfectability. 
In Scotland, the di unken 1mbecile convention of 
Democrats blaſted throughout the whole country 
the bloſſoms of civiſm that had begun to ſhoot ferth 
in every village. 


1 call 


1 
* 
| 
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I call upon the Britiſh Parliament, in the ſacred 
names of univerſal truth and good, to paſs a bill 
againſt all licentious aſſemblies of thoughtleſs non- 
deſcript ſubjects. Let there be no aſſemblies of 
clubs, lectures, preachers, or players, but with per- 
miſſion of the mayor or ſheriff of the county. Civil 
liberty has ample protection from town, county, 
and parochial meetings ; and all democratic illegal 
aſſemblies tend only to precipitate their members 


into premature and deſperate actions, means de- 


feating their own ends, which, like the precocious 
bloſſoms of ſpring, are blaſted by not regarding the 
predicament of ſeaſon, and the autumn of life is 
deprived of its fruit. 

The progreſs of human happineſs does not ariſe 
from the liberty of will, but from the liberty of 
reaſon; and whatever may be the form of civil 
power, if 1t is calculated to prote& the latter, it 
becomes the paragon of conſtitution; and whatever 
nation has the privilege to think and converſe freely 
in writing, or domeſtic converſation, becomes the 
leading point on the arc of humanity, aſcending 
the meridian of ſocial perfectability. I believe 
Locke's book on the Human Underſtanding to 
have augmented more the high energy of this 
ſphere of exiſtence, than all the revolutions that 
univerſal hiſtory has recorded. | 

It may probably by ſome thoughtleſs reader be 
here obſerved, that without political liberty, that 
book could not have been publiſhed. What! was 
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not the ſyſtem of nature and ſocial compact written 
by Diderot, and read by all claſſes of people du- 
ring the moſt irrefragable deſpotiſm in France? and 
I moſt conſcientiouſly believe, that had the civil 
power of that country preſerved itſelf for two cen- 
turies more, the operations of creeping philoſophy 
would have ſo meliorated the public mind, that 
man, brought to the knowledge of the eternal unity 
of ſelf and nature, would gently have looſened the 
bonds of civil coercion, and relaxed into a ſtate 
olf enlightened nature, where the ſyſtem of coercion, 
changed into co-adjutation, would have united 
all intereſts and diſtinctions in the univerſal quality 
of manhood. 

In the preſent deplorable ſtate of human igno- 
rance and egotiſm, man demands the progreſs of 
years to reform the moſt trivial perſonal ill habits, 
and theſe are often ſo firmly rooted, that diſeaſe 
or death would be the conſequence of abrupt 
change from debauchery to temperance ; and ſhall 
imbecile, thoughtleſs Democrats impoſe that ſud- 
den change upon the complicate conftitution of 
civil ſociety, which the ſimplicity of bodily conſti- 
tution has ſo much difficulty to ſurmount ? 

O, Democrats! if you are as honeſt as you are 
zealous, read the philoſophic works of this author, 
the ops maximum of intellect, diſcuſs them in your 
private ſocieties, communicate them to all thought- 
full minds; let your public aſſemblies or perſonal 
meetings be changed into mental meetings, through 

epiſtolary 


k N # 
. = ut # _— - 
-* at Z 
* Fa | * s 
: 4 SS 
* * N 
1 * ' 


r 
epiſtolary correſpondence, and thus having changed 
your ſyſtem of action into a ſyſtem of reflection, I 
beg to be inſcribed on your liſt as a natural and 
zealous member of the aſſociation of ſpeculative 
democracy, whoſe view ſhould be through the diſ- 
covery of the wideſt relation of moral truth, to 
excite thought and maturate ſentiment, to ſupport 
civil power as the guardian of the preſs, the electric 
conductor of moral vegetation, by whoſe energy 
capability germinates ſeaſonably into per fectability; 
and let this be the axiom of your ſociety, 1! ſSagit 
de faire penſer et non de faire agir. Urge-mankind 
to think, but not to aft. Thought preceding 
action muſt ever be a good, but action preceding 
thought muſt ever be an evil. | 

J have with che moſt heartfelt grief attended to 
the indifference of public welfare, betrayed by the 
preſent meetings of the yeomanry, to conſider the 
ſummons of a wiſe and patriotic government to 
arm its wealthy ſubjects. The counties and cities 
with but equivocal majorities have determined the 
former to arm 2co horſemen, and the latter to 
double their train bands, What, will 8,000 ca- 
valry be able to protect the country from the inva- 
ſion of 100,000 Sans Culottes, preaching liberty 
and equality to 100,000 armed plebeians ? Will 
200 county horſe be able to ſubdue the train bands 
of the cities, ſhould the haro of the diviſion of 


property be compared with the pay of one ſhilling 
per day? 


2 O, ſhame! 
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O, ſhame 1 Shame, reflective Britons! ſhall 
your lukewarm conduct be conſtrued into igno- 
rance and egotiſm, and muſt Parliament force by 
law the bulls of England into the ſame ſtate of 
military requiſition as the frogs of France? Why 
will you not open your eyes to the novel and cri- 
tical predicament of civil policy, when doctrines 
of levelling of perſons and property are propaga- 
ting and influencing the lower claſſes of the com- 
munity ? Will you leave the ſupport of civil au- 
thority in thoſe hands whoſe ignorance and diſtreſs 
diſpoſe them to pull down the pillars of the ſocial 
fabric, though themſelves muſt be overwhelmed 
in the ruins, while the example of the French 
ovards reads a dreadful leflon to the world, by 
ſurrendering power into the hands of a ferocious 
mob ?. 

Every county ſhould at leaſt furniſh a thouſand 
cavalry, all men of property, or heirs to property. 
The towns muſt have no mercenary militia ; all 
men of property, or their heirs, muſt bear arms, 
and thole whom age or ſickneſs may exempt, 
ſhould ſubſtitute others of notorious loyalty or good 
moral character. Thus the town and county 
yeomanry united, would form an armed body of 
at leaſt 100,000 men, whole inſcriptions alone 
would check all invaſion, and overawe all mutiny 
and inſurrections of ſoldiers or ſubjects; but when 
embodied, nothing could reſiſt the ardour of men 
fighting for every thing dear to citizens, 1 onal 
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liberty, property, and happy conſtitution. Phi- 
loſophy (the Pope of reaſon) would adminiſter its 
invincible benediction in the holy names of truth 
and good, in the ſacred cauſe of England, the de- 
fender of human intellect, the high energy of thi 
ſphere of exiſtence, | 

In the ſacred name of my integer nature, whoſe 
fractional part IL am, inſeparable in temporal and 
eternal intereſt, I here ſolemnly devote myſelf to 
the worſhip of human intelle& and religion of na- 
ture, the bond of univerſal good; and I pledge my 
faith in the moſt ſolemn manner to the public, 
never to receive any poſt, place, or emolument 
from the government of this country; that the 
profit of my literary labours ſhall be employed in 
the endowments of ſchools, or modes of education, 
to teach the wiſdom they are intended to diſcover, 
after deduction of a very homely and 2 
ſubſiſtence for the author. 

I conjure in the ſacred name of their common 
integer, of the whole of exiſtence, all princes, po- 
tentates, and governments, ſenſible of this univerſal 
truth or good, the unity of ſelf and nature, to uſe 
all their power to protect and call forth the high 
energies of this ſphere of exiſtence, human intellect; 
to conſider that whatever may be the mode of pa- 
ramount energies, or diſtant ſpheres of exiſtence, 
man can have no directory or intelligent commu» 
nication therewith ; that both his intellect and ex- 
iſtence muſt attach and operate to perfect this 

world, 
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world, though his matter muſt revolve through 
every ſyſtem of the univerſe. 

To conſider that the phyſical ills of the world 
are not worth a moment's regret, when compared 
to the perennial and enormous evils cauſed by the 
moral ignorance of man, the tormenting tyranny 
of appropriated perſons, infraction of the firſt law 
of nature, Will for yourſelf, and aſſimilate the twill 
of another by perſuaſion.” What miſery is in- 
gulphed in the ſeraglios of Aſia, where five hun- 
dred females, inflamed every day with the ſight of 125 
a man, can have no intercourſe to allay the ſala- 4 
cious anguiſh of burning appetite ! What myriads 
of our fellow creatures are tortured in ſlavery by 4 
the laſh, and agonizing labour of commercial * 
avarice! What tortures the ſame inſatiate avarice 
or more barbarous pleaſure inſlicts on the body of 
the helpleſs brutes ! Horſes yielding up the dregs 5 
of exhauſted ſtrength; old, blind, lame, galled, 
harneſſed to a duſt cart; others with their tails and 
ears cut, and the moſt tender parts which nature 
had taken ſo much pains to cover, expoſed to the 
biting of flies and percuſſion of the elements. 

Man inflicting on his own ſpecies all the anguiſh 
of venereal peſtilence, famine, tyranny, and war; ; 
the former ill cauſing him to drag out a languiſhing ' 
life, in all the horrors of ſuſfcrance, and ulti— 
mately to propagate, like the Phoenix in death. 


Shall theſe evils continue upon the face of the 
globe 
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( 4t ) 
globe to trouble the ocean of matter the eternal 
medium of our eternal exiſtence; and ſhall human 
intellect, the only ſource of remedy, be dried up 
by the ſuperſtitious fear of perſonified evil and 
good, and like a river flow back upon its ſource 
inſtead of forward to effe& the fertilization of 
its meadows? O Potentates, and civil powers! 
central energies of the ſenſitive ſphere of exiſtence, 
awake to wiſdom, teach men the unity of ſelf and 
nature, that the other world ſuppoſed to ſucceed 
to diſſolution can be nothing but the preſent 
world, which we exiſting beings witneſs ; we ſee 
matter diſſolve into the primary elements; we ſee 
it renovate therefrom ; we ſee this world continue 
its revolutions, laws, and cuſtoms, as a known 
ſyſtem in the infinite ſyſtems of the Univerſe, to 
receive in its mould all renovating or revolving 
matter; to this opinion it has been objected, that 
ſince matter is infinite, it is of little import to man 
to improve its points or moulds : to this I anſwer, 
if matter is infinite, time is alſo infinite; the 
account therefore being balanced, man in all the 
good he procures protracts it to infinity by the 
meaſurement of eternal duration. Let .then the 
God of human intellect ariſe in all his energies, 
with the ſword of civil power in one hand, and 
the balance of reaſon in the other ; let will be 
reſtricted and judgement liberated, and let the 
epocha of intellectual exiſtence be acknowledged 
to be the publication of the doctrine of the unity of 
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felf and nature; identifying individual and univerſal 
good 1n time and eternity, making the partially 
independent energy of ſyſtem the cauſe of its own 
perfection and component item of the great ag- 
gregate perfection of nature, forming the infinite 
circle of conſummation, good and evil, cauſe and 
effect, part and whole, co-efficient, co- exiſtent, 
and co- eternal, in a myſterious integrality of unity 
and unity of integrality,* 

J have travelled over the moſt intereſting parts 
of the globe, and I have conſtantly obſerved the 
happineſs of mankind keeping pace with the 
energies of intellect ; in thoſe countries where the 
worſhip of perſonified evil and good is followed 
with moſt zeal, the condition of all ſenfitive na- 
ture, from the man to the dog, is molt lamentable; 
the infinite concave of the ſpheres reſounds with 
the groans and ſuperſtitious ſupplications of ago- 
nizing nature; tenants goading emaciated cattle, 
landlards torturing their ſtarving tenants, govern- 
ment preſſing with the ſame tortures the landlords, 
who, like bloody ſpunges, di{gorge taxation; the 
true remedy of evil, human intelle&, is trodden 
under foot, and every eye and hand is turned to- 
wards unknown cauſation, mocked with the ful- 
ſome flattery of an earthly prince, to effect natural 
purpaſes by ſupernatural means. 

* This myſtery of integrality is illuſtrated in the conſtitution of 
then ian body, every part or member has at integrality ; the toe 
or len poſſe(s romvulete power to circulate their new ſecretions, and 
their integer the body is cgqually complete, through intellegty to 
conduct its actions undirected by its integer nature. 
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{a thoſe countries where the high and only com- 
prehenſible energy of this ſphere of exiſtence, 
human intelle&, is appealed to, cauſes are appro- 
priated to their effects, and effects to their cauſes ; 
when civilization is to be improved, experienced 
legiſlators hold their councils; when it is to be 
extended to other countries, by colonization, 
ſhips convey thither magiſtrates, troops, and met- 
chandize ; when crimes are committed, a ſevere 
magiſtrate is ready to denounce the law, and a 
virtuous ſociety frowns into exile thoſe mean 
villains who eſcape by ſtealth the fangs of the 
law ; here ſuperſtition is relegated to the conven- 
ticles of puritanical miſcreants, whoſe ſcoundrel 
confeſſions are judged expiatory prayer to procute 
pardon for thoſe evils their revolutionary tempers 
would bring on civil ſociety, if the adorers of 
human intelle& had not ſecured them in the tute- 
lary bedlam of disfranchiſement, with a medical 
treatment adapted to their religious inſanity, to 
procure to them the lucid interval of manhood, 
which developing the connection of cauſe and 
effect, traces from good education, good intellect ; 
from good intellect, good laws; from good laws, 
happy worlds; and from happy worlds, that per- 
petuated happy medium to receive new formed 
ſenſation in the diſſolution and renovation of inde- 
ſtructible matter in the incomprehenſible cycles of 


infinite time, infinite ſpace, and infinite cauſa- 
tion. 
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Confiderations on Philoſophy. 


This word imports a love of wiſdom, that is, a 
love or culture of the power of human intellect, 
the only effictent and intelligible cauſe of good in 
this ſphere of exiſtence, This love can exiſt only 
in minds of the moſt profound reflection, capable 
of ſuch reiterated proceſs of reaſoning, as to arrive 
at the knowledge of moral truth, or the moſt juſt 
and moſt general relations of things in interminable 
progreſſion, or endleſs mutability of predicament, 
and ſuch is the quality denominated wiſdom or 
philoſophy. | 

It has been the abuſe of this word by ſcientific 
authors, complimenting all ſpeculative writers with 
the tranſcendent title of philoſophers, that has 
brought wiſdom into ſuſpicion, and now threatens 
the world with a ſuicidious war, of man againſt 
reaſon, denounced by a verboſe ſenator, the enemy 
of Locke, who would not have the mind impelled 
to exerciſe, leſt it ſhould fall into error, or the 
crawling infant taught the uſe of his legs, leſt he 
ſhould fall by attempting to walk. All the anar- 
chy of a neighbouring kingdom has been attriby- 
ted to philoſophy; folly, like a child with a razor, 
meddled unwittingly with abſtract truth, and pro- 
poſed it to a nation of its votaries as a rule of prac- 
tice; the French mind, incapable of rcitcrated 
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proceſs, decides after a firſt 'contemplation, and 
can ſeize upon nothing but the extremes of a pro- 
poſition ; its finer ſhades of relations, or leſs and 
more in good and evil, eſcape the deſultorineſs of 
French cogitation, which can never dwell * on 
any one propoſition or idea. | 
| From the long reſidence 'I bave made among 
thoſe people, and habitual propenſity to obſerve 
their moral character, I am convinced an Engliſh 
peaſant has more reflection than the moſt profound 
French ſpeculatiſt that ever exiſted. When the 
mind of the fgrmer diſcovers an evil or falſehood 
in the abſt by the reiterated proceſs of cogita- 
tation upon its practical relations, it becomes a 
predicamental good, or tolerable evil: but when 
the French ſpeculatiſt diſcovers the thunderbolt, 
he concludes it to be a poſitive evil, and proceeds 
to remove it, though no vegetation could be pro- 
duced without it. | 

This difference of moral character is owing to 
the auſterity of education, which gives to the Eng- 
liſh infant of four years old, more ſenſibility than is 
ever attained by an adult Frenchman, Senſibility 
is the parent of thought or mind, as irritability is 
the parent of ſoul or ſenſation; the latter is the 
French, the former the Engliſh characteriſtic; 
hence French ſpeculation prompts to action, and 
Engliſh ſpeculation to the ſuppreſſion of action, 
and incitement of thought, | 


The 
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The Engliſh ſpeculatiſt or philoſopher urges 
man to that cautious and profound deliberation 
which diſcovers that ſome, 107 4 ill, is productive 
of univerſal good; the dubioſity of his impartial 
diſquiſition conciliates man to ſufferance of the 
partial inconveniencies of his civil predicament, 
till the general ſentiment matured by theoretic 
contemplation, like fruit in autumn, drops ſimulta- 
neouſly from every branch of ſociety, into peaceful 
and reaſonable action. 

It 1s the herd of vain, intereſted, or ambitious 
ſcribblers, who ſubſtitute inflammable dogma to 
dubious diſquiſition, that endanger the progreſs 
and repoſe of ſociety; and I call upon Britiſh ju- 
ries, in the ſacred names of truth and univerſal 
good, to check {the licentiouſnels of ſcoundrels, 
who would ſet fire to the city, to roaſt their viands 
with its flames, and would vend poiſon to a whole 
nation to procure wine to intoxicate themſelves, 
and to procure the ſale of a ſix-penny pamphlet, 
would promote the general bankruptcy of all 
Europe. The ſupporters of faction have no Dr. 
or Cr. account in their calculations, all their ar- 
guments are ply'd on that ſide only they find their 
intereſt, and man is urged to immediate action, 
though the queſtion involves the very exiſtence of 
civil ſociety, and the cauſe of univerſal good. 

Dangerous fanatics of every denomination muſt 
be ſuppreſſed, if their dogmatic and inflammatory 
writings endanger the repoſe and progreſs of civil 
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ſociety. What atonement can good intention offer 
to injured nature? The fanatic, who perverting 
the order of cauſe and effect, preaches to an audi- 
ence of revolutionary idiots, called diſſenters, the 
abandonment of the cauſe of friend, father, neigh- 
bour, country, mankind, and all ſenſitive nature 
or in other words, to derange the harmony of this 
world, in order to obtain a recompenſe in a fairy 
corner of the univerſe, upon the tranſmutation by 
death of his indeſtructible elementary atoms; ſuch 
a fool muſt be taught, that this preſent world being 
a ſyſtem of the general organization of the univerſe, 
to communicate good or evil to revolving atoms, 
can be the only cognizable part of future reſidence 
or life, and its improvement the only cauſe of fu- 
ture or eternal enjoyment, 

I conjure, in the ſacred names of univerſal truth 
and good, all the civil powers of nations of every 
deſcription, to hold the reins of government at 
this awful criſis with a firm hand, to ſuppreſs all 
kinds of popular unconſtituted aſſemblies, all in- 
flammatory efforts of the preſs ; to bind the paſſions 
of mankind with the ſtrong ligatures of authority, 
and to liberate their reaſon in the ſalutary and un- 
bounded latitude of diſquiſitive philoſophy, which 
matures ſentiment into unanimous and peaceful 
action. Sovercigns of the earth, I have inſtruc- 
tion, but no flattery to addreſs you; ye are eternal 
fractional parts of the great integer of exiſtence ; 
ye are the guardians of the higheſt energy of this 
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ſphere of human intellect; whatever may be the 


controuling energies of higher ſpheres, there exiſts 


no intelligent communication between them, the 
vis of each is--plenary and competent to its own 
conſummation of improvement, conſtituting an 
item, from whence is formed the aggregate of 
good, and the aggregate of power; and whoever 
ſuppoſes final cauſation to derive from a part of 
exiſtence extraneous to his own ſphere, gives up 
his mankood, and becomes in the mechaniſm of 
the univerſe a ſtilſ and uſeleſs wheel, whoſe clogs 
have been worn off by the friction of credulity, 
ſuperſtition, or idiotiſm. 

O, England! thou country of mind and man- 
hood! Fly, Britons, to uphold the throne, 
ſtrengthen the anchor of power in this ſtorm of po- 


hey which threatens wreck to the veſſel of ſociety ; 


view the thoughtleſs natives of Naples, Brabant, 
Sweden, the very officers of the crew, prieſts, - and 


nobles, cutting the cable of ſovereign power by 
their conſpiracies ; in the face of the ſtorm, con- 


tending for privilege, while popular inſurrection 
threatens their very exiſtence. O, thoughtful 
Britons ! while the folly of ſurrounding nations 
ſerves you as admonitory ſea marks, navigate the 
veſſel of civilization through the Scylla and 
Charybdis of power and liberty; let the refine- 
ment of ſocial life continue by its increaſing fac- 
titious, wants, and complicated cuſtoms, ſo to aug- 
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ment your characteriſtic ſenſibility, that it may 
propel thought to its culminating point in the pa- 
rabola of its motion, when inverting itſelf, or mind 
turning inwards upon mind, the unity of ſelf and 
nature is diſcovered, and humanity is propelled to, 
the climax manhood. 

I propoſe the ringing or publication of my 
Tocſin the firſt day of every month, during the 
preſent awful ſtorm of policy, to anſwer the ſame 
good purpoſe as guns at ſea, when fired againſt 
water ſpouts, that its concuſſion of the moral at- 
moſphere may diſperſe the ſpouts of faction, pri- 
vate intereſts, and * and ſave the veſſel 
of the ſtate, 

When we conſider candidly and profoundly the 
equiponderating powers of the ſocial machine, the 
King appears the only mechanized patriot, becauſe 
the public intereſt and his private intereſt are in 
cloſe union. The ſubje& can be nothing but a 
virtual patriot in the ratio of the increaſing powers 
of his reaſon ; and till the aurora of this reaſon, the 
King is a neceſſary centinel of the dark night of 
ignorance, Hiſtorians and ſpeculative politicians 
would not bear fo hard upon loyalty in their 
cenſure, if they would but turn their views to the 
ignorance of the ſubject. Is there any compariſon 
between an ambitious deſpot of Ruſſia, augment- 
ing her domains, and the bloody anarchy of Ruſ- 
ſian ſubjects on their laſt inſurrection; between 


an ambitious Emperor, whoſe life ſeemed devoted 
H to 


. 


to elevate his German ſubjects to manhood, 
through the liberty of the preſs, and thoſe ſcoun- 
drel prieſt-ridden ſubjects, who poiſoned him for 
the attempt; between the Turkiſh Sultan, who 
eſtabliſhed the preſs in his capital, and his beaſtly 
ſubjects, who threatened to burn his palace if he 
did not aboliſh it ? 

I recommend to the armed yeomanry of Eng- 
land,” to bear a banner with the following devices 
and motto: 

A crown placed over an anchor, to repreſent 
monarchy as the ſupport of ſocial order, with the 
following motto: 

HSHlalus Populi. 
On the reverſe 


A PYRAMID. 


The Preſs 


a Social Order | 


— — 
HM. | 
E. | Power - of 
Progredete Prudenter. 


This inſtructive pyramid teaches that power 1s 
the ſupport of law—law the ſupport of property) 
property the ſupport of ſocial order—lſocial order 


the mechaniſm of human capacity riſing _ 
| | 0 


0 51 + J | 
the ſpring of the preſs, into the energy or perſee- 


tability of manhood, the conic form of whoſe 
ftone denotes the preſent imperfect, but improving 
ſtate of ſociety. | 


The Craſis of Democracy, or the Spirit of French Pa- 
triotiſm detected. 


Chales made a motion in the Jacobin club, to 
form as it were an ordeal for the probationof patrio- 
tiſm in the National Convention, that each mem- 
ber ſhould be obliged to give an account of his 
property. To this Robeſpierre objected, that the 
traitors would conceal their property, and the pa- 
triots alone would expoſe their property or acquired 
wealth, which true virtue deſpiſed, and which ava- 
rice and egotiſm could alone procure; that they 
ſpent it generouſly, and for this reaſon their crimi- 
nality in making it ought to be connived at. 

What, when the nation is bleeding at every 
pore, can an honeſt legiſlator ſuck the blood from 
its open orifices? Shall the man with no gore upon 
his mouth, or blood upon his ſhirt, be marked for 
a traitor, and the blood-reeking Sans Culotte be 
applauded for the quantity he difgorges? Let me 
try moſt candidly to expound theſe ſentiments of 
Robeſpierre. The more moderate and feeling part 
of the Aſſembly, conſternated with the ſhock of 
opinion that leads inſtantly to the ſcaffold, have no 

arms but their integrity to oppoſe to this anarchy 
of principles, and therefore keep themſelves pure 
and unſuſpected of malverfation and peculation. The 
violent party, or Robeſpierre's trainbands, charged 
in the above ſpeech with avarice, egotiſm, and want 
of virtue, mils no opportunity to fill their pockets, 
and having no rigidity of principles, they yield ever 
to the prevailing ſtorm. Anarchy is their harveſt, 
and the ſocial ſyſtem is all compretended in the 
point ſelf; theſe men ſwimming ever with the tor- 
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rent, have nothing to dread from its vortex ; join» 
ing ever the ſtandard of the ephemeral leader, 
poſſeſſing no thought or reflection, they can be 
embarraſſed with no principles or ſyſtem, and if 
their animal ſenſation 1s kept from langour, by a 
quick ſucceſſion of events, they demand no peace, 
no order, no ſociety, no country, no civilization, 

I call upon thoughtful and obſerving men of 
every country, to carry the above criterion to their 
native democrats, and they will find it to be a juſt 
meaſurement of ninety-nine out of an hundred. 
Here view the contraſted pictures of an active and 
ſpeculative democrat. The firſt is a man who hag 
too much folly to have any fear, too little thought 
to have any doubt, too little ſenſibility to have any 
caution, too little judgement to have any diſeri- 
mination. Memory and imagination, in which 
center all his intellectual faculties, give ſo much 
irritability to his animal ſenſation, that precipitates 
him into perpetual and dangerous action, which 
like the precocious bloſſoms of the ſpring, paying 
no regard to the ſeaſons of predicaments, recoll the 
fructiforous autumn to another revolution of the 
globe, 

Now view the ſpeculative democrat ; wiſdom 
engenders that exquiſite ſenſibility, which creating 
thought and reflection, makes him ſtep forward like 
a man in a bog, with the ſtaff of prudence ; feeling 
gives him caution; human intellect, the god of 
his adoration, gives him a hatred, not fear of evil ; 
zudgement enables him to diſcriminate between the 
ſhades of evil and good; cogitation developes to 
him the complete icale of human perfectability, 
with all its gradations of practice, and calculating 


O - P o * .* 
doubtfulneſs, maturates ſentiment; till it falls like 


' ripe fruit from every branch of the ſocial tree into 


ſeaſonable action, propelling man in univeral con- 
cord to his acme of manhood. 
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